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AP-NORC poll details rift between lay Catholics and bishops 


By DAVID CRARY 

AP National Writer 

The hardline stances of 
many conservative Catho- 
lic bishops in the U.S. are 
not shared by a majority of 
lay Catholics. Most of them 
say abortion should be le- 
gal, favor greater inclusion 
of LGBT people, and op- 
pose the denial of Com- 
munion for politicians who 
support abortion rights, ac- 
cording to a new poll from 
The Associated Press-NORC 
Center for Public Affairs Re- 
search. 

The poll, conducted in mid- 
May, shows a clear gap 
between the prevalent 
views of American Catho- 
lics, and some recent high- 
profile actions taken by the 
church's leaders. 

For example, leaders of the 
U.S. Conference of Catho- 
lic Bishops recently called 
on Catholics nationwide to 
pray for the U.S. Supreme 
Court to end the constitu- 
tional right to abortion by 
reversing its 1973 Roe v. 
Wade decision. Accord- 
ing to the new poll, 63% of 
Catholic adults say abor- 
tion should be legal in alll 
or most cases, and 68% say 
Roe should be left as is. 

On May 20, the archbishop 
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of San Francisco, Salvatore 
Cordileone, announced 
that he will no longer allow 
U.S. House Speaker Nancy 


Pelosi to receive Commun- 
ion because of her support 
for abortion rights. 

According to the poll, only 
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66% say they should be al- 
lowed access to the sacra- 
ment. 

Continued on next page 
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An even larger majority - 
77% -- said that Catholics 
who identify as LGBT should 
be allowed to receive 
Communion. That con- 
trasts sharply with a policy 
issued by the Diocese of 
Marquette, which encom- 
passes Michigan's Upper 
Peninsula, saying pastors 
should deny Communion 
to transgender, gay and 
nonbinary Catholics "unless 
the person has repented." 

Natalia Imperatori-Lee, a 
professor of religious stud- 
ies at Manhattan College, 
said the rift between rank- 
and-file Catholics and the 
bishops "reveals a break- 
down in communication 
and trust -- shepherds who 
are far removed from the 
sheep.” 

"This is @ precarious time for 
the U.S. Catholic church," 
she added in an email. 
"U.S. Catholics are, on the 
whole, accustomed fo liv- 
ing and working in a plu- 
ralistic society and_ this 
poll reinforces the notion 
that they want the public 
square to remain pluralis- 
tic, free from coercion, and 
oriented toward care for 
the vulnerable populations 
among us." 

The Rev. Frank Pavone, 
national director of Priests 
for Life, said the poll results 
didn't surprise him, and un- 
derscored a need for anti- 
abortion clergy and activ- 
ists to redouble efforts to 
change people's positions. 
"For us working on pro-life is- 
sues, these kinds of polls are 
like @ summons," he said. 
"You've got to be doing 
your work -- maybe you've 
got to do it better." 

As for conservative bish- 
ops, "their awareness of the 
gaps that the polling re- 
veals is precisely one of the 
reasons they feel the need 
to speak up," Pavone said. 


Caroline McDonald, left, a student at Georgetown University, Lauren Morrissey, with Catholics for 
Choice, and Pamela Huber, of Washington, join a abortion-rights rally outside the Supreme Court, 


Monday, Nov. 1, 2021, as arguments are set to begin about abortion by the court, on Capitol Hill 
in Washington. 


"They are striving to exer- 
cise the role outlined for 
them in Scripture, namely, 
to patiently and persistently 
teach the faith, whether 
convenient or inconve- 
nient, to clear up confu- 
sion." 

Beyond the bishops/laity 
rift, the poll highlighted oth- 
er challenges facing the 
church, which is the largest 
denomination in the U.S. 
For example, 68% of Cath- 
olics reported attending 
religious services once a 
month or less. Compared 
to five years ago, 37% said 
they were now attending 
less often; 14% said they 
were attending more of- 
ten. 

Over that five-year span, 
26% percent of Catholics 
said their opinion of the 
Catholic church had wors- 
ened, while 17% said their 


opinion had improved. 
Most said their opinion 
hadn't changed. 


More than two-thirds of 
U.S. Catholics disagree 
with church policies that 
bar women from becom- 
ing priests. And 65% say the 
church should allow openly 
gay men to be ordained. 
The poll was conducted just 
after the leak of a draft Su- 
preme Court majority opin- 
ion that would strike down 
Roe v. Wade. The views of 
U.S. Catholics, as expressed 
in the poll, were in line with 
the overall American pub- 
lic, both in regard to sup- 
porting abortion's legality 
and preserving Roe. 
However, there were sharp 
differences among major 
religious groupings. While 
63% of Catholics said abor- 
tion should be legal in alll 
or most cases, that stance 
was held by 74% of main- 
line Protestants and only 
25% of evangelical Protes- 
tants. 

Sharon Barnes of Dallas, 
who converted to Catholi- 
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cism as a young adult, ap- 
preciates the centuries-old 
consistency of Catholic 
doctrine. Yet she differs 
from the church on some 
major social issues, includ- 
ing abortion. 

"It's @ woman's right to de- 
cide," said Barnes, 65. "It's 
something that you have 
to kind of reconcile your- 
self, and it's between you 
and God." 

Pedro Gomez, a 55-year- 
old border patrol agent in 
Rio Rico, Arizona, is a life- 
long Catholic who prays 
every night and attends 
church regularly. He under- 
stands the need for abor- 
tion in cases of rape, incest 
or saving the life of a moth- 
er, but he said he considers 
the procedure to be the 
killing of a child. 

Gomez was surprised that 
most U.S. Catholics support 
some degree of abortion 
rights. 

"There's a lot of gray area 


now that was never there 
in my upbringing," he said. 
"Maybe they're watering 
down Catholicism ... Now 
people are being able to 
make up their own rules." 
Ed Keeley, a 62-year-old 
public school teacher in 
Houston, also was raised 
Catholic. He described 
abortion as "a hard sub- 
ject," saying he believes in 
the sanctity of life but that 
abortion should be allowed 
in specific cases, including 
rape or incest. 

He finds it "ridiculous" that a 
priest would deny Commu- 
nion to someone because 
of their views on abortion or 
politics generally. 

Last year, some conserva- 
tive bishops, including Cor- 
dileone, argued publicly 
that President Joe Biden 
— a lifelong Catholic — 
should not receive Com- 
munion because of his 
support for abortion rights. 
However, Pope Francis 
conveyed his opposition 
to such a stance, saying 
Communion "is not a prize 
for the perfect." 
Cordileone's recent denial 
of Communion for Pelosi 
was supported by several 
of his clerical colleagues, 
including the archbishops 
of Denver, Oklahoma City, 
Portland, Oregon, and 
Kansas City, Kansas. How- 
ever, Archbishop Michael 
Jackels of Dubuque, lowa, 
issued a statement describ- 
ing the action as "misguid- 
ed." 

"As Jesus said, it's the sick 
people who need a doc- 
tor, not the healthy, and he 
gave us the Eucharist as a 
healing remedy," Jackels 
said. "Don't deny the peo- 
ple who need the meéedi- 
cine." 

He also contended that 
abortion was not the only 
critical "life issue" facing the 
church.) 


Feds: Capitol Police officer indicted on civil rights charge 


By MICHAEL BALSAMO 

WASHINGTON (AP) — A 
U.S. Capitol Police officer 
was indicted on federal 
civil rights charges after he 
was involved in an unau- 
thorized high-speed chase, 
crashed into a motorcycle 
and then tried to cover it 
up, prosecutors said Friday. 
The officer, Thomas Smith, 
was supposed to be check- 


ing on the homes of mem- 
bers of Congress in George- 
town around 11:30 p.m. on 
June 20, 2020, when he 
started pursuing two mo- 
torcycles. Prosecutors say 
Smith "followed closely be- 
hind these vehicles at a 
high rate of speed" before 
he swerved his marked 
patrol car into one of the 
motorcycles, sending the 


driver flying into the air. 

U.S. Capitol Police policy 
prohibits officers from pur- 
suits outside of the grounds 
of the Capitol without per- 
mission from a supervisor. 
Smith did not seek any ap- 
proval and did not alert 
dispatchers that he was in- 
volved in a chase, prosecu- 
tors say. 


Authorities allege Smith 


drove around the man, 
leaving the victim lying in 
the roadway, and fled from 
the scene. Prosecutors say 
Smith "knowingly drove 
away from the scene of 
the crash without render- 
ing aid, alerting medical 
authorities, and taking any 
other reasonable steps to 
obtain help for the victim." 
He then drove back to 


a Capitol Police parking 
garage, parked the dam- 
aged police sedan, falsi- 
fied a report to say he had 
started his shift later and 
then went inside and got 
keys for another vehicle, 
prosecutors said. 

The Metropolitan Police 
Department later contact- 
ed Capitol Police about 
the crash. L) 
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Former Trump aide Navarro indicted for defying Jan. 6 panel 
“~ 


By MICHAEL BALSAMO, 
ERIC TUCKER and FAR- 
NOUSH AMIRI 


Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — For- 
mer Trump White House of- 
ficial Peter Navarro was in- 
dicted Friday on contempt 
charges after defying a 
subpoena from the House 
panel investigating the 
Jan. 6 attack on the USS. 
Capitol. 

Navarro is former President 
Donald Trump's second 
aide to be charged with 
contempt of Congress for 
refusing to Cooperate with 
the Jan. 6, 2021, investi- 
gation. His arrest comes 
months after the indictment 
of former White House ad- 
viser Steve Bannon. 
Navarro, 72, was charged 
with one contempt count 
for failing to appear for 
a deposition before the 
House committee and a 
second charge for failing 
to produce documents the 
committee requested. 
During an initial court ap- 
pearance on Friday, Na- 
varro alleged that the Jus- 
tice Department had com- 
mitted "prosecutorial mis- 
conduct" and said that he 
was told he could not con- 
tact anyone after was ap- 
proached by an FBI agent 
at the airport on Friday and 
put in handcuffs. He said he 
was arrested while trying to 
board a flight to Nashville, 
Tennessee, for a television 
appearance. 

"Who are these people? 
This is not America," Na- 
varro said. "| was a distin- 
guished public servant for 
four years!" 


OTHER 


Former Trump White House official Peter Navarro speaks to reporters Friday, June 3, 2022, outside 
of federal court in Washington. 


During the hearing, he 
said the House committee 
was a "sham committee" 
and that prosecutors were 
"playing hardball" and 
were "despicable." 

If convicted, each charge 
carries a minimum. sen- 
tence of a month in jail and 
a maximum of a year be- 
hind bars. 

The indictment — under- 
scores that the Justice De- 
partment is continuing to 
pursue criminal charges 
against Trump associates 
who have attempted to im- 
pede or stonewall the work 
of congressional investiga- 
tors examining the most 
significant attack on U.S. 
democracy in decades. 
The Justice Department 
and Attorney General Mer- 


rick Garland have faced 
pressure to move more 
quickly to decide whether 
to prosecute other Trump 
aides who have similarly 
defied subpoenas from the 
House panel. 

The indictment alleges that 
Navarro, when summoned 
to appear before the com- 
mittee for a deposition, re- 
fused to do so and instead 
told the panel that be- 
cause Trump had invoked 
executive privilege, "my 
hands are tied." 

After committee staff told 
him they believed there 
were topics he could dis- 
cuss without raising any ex- 
ecutive privilege concerns, 
Navarro. again refused, 
directing the committee 
to negotiate directly with 


Associated Press 


lawyers for Trump, accord- 
ing to the indictment. The 
committee went ahead 
with its scheduled deposi- 
tion on March 2, but Navar- 
ro did not attend. 

The indictment came days 
after Navarro revealed in 
a court filing that he also 
had been subpoenaed 
to appear before a grand 
jury this week as part of 
the Justice Department's 
sprawling probe into the 
deadly insurrection at the 
U.S. Capitol. 

"This was a preemtive strike 
by the prosecution against 
that lawsuit," Navarro told 
Magistrate Judge Zia Fa- 
ruqui during his court ap- 
pearance. "It simply flies in 
the face of good faith and 
due process." 


Navarro, who was a trade 
adviser to Trump, said he 
was served the subpoena 
by the FBI at his Washing- 
ton, D.C., home last week. 
The subpoena was the first 
known instance of pros- 
ecutors seeking testimony 
from someone who worked 
in the Trump White House 
as they investigate the at- 
tack. Prosecutors said the 
indictment was handed 
down Thursday night. 
Navarro made the case in 
his lawsuit Tuesday that the 
House select committee 
investigating the attack is 
unlawful and therefore a 
subpoena it issued to him in 
February is unenforceable 
under law. 

He filed the suit against 
members of the commit- 
tee, Soeaker Nancy Pelosi, 
D-Calif, and the U.S. at- 
torney in Washington, Mat- 
thew M. Graves, whose 
office is now handling the 
criminal case against him. 
In an interview with The As- 
sociated Press this week, 
Navarro said the goal of 
his lawsuit is much broader 
than the subpoenas them- 
selves, part of an effort to 
have "the Supreme Court 
address a number of is- 
sues that have come with 
the weaponization of Con- 
gress' investigatory powers" 
since Trump entered office. 
Members of the select 
committee sought testimo- 
ny from Navarro about his 
public efforts to help Trump 
overturn the 2020  presi- 
dential election, including 
a call trying to persuade 
state legislators to join their 
efforts.) 


Special Olympics drops vaccine rule after 927M fine threat 


TALLAHASSEE, Fla. (AP) — 
The Special Olympics has 
dropped a_ coronavirus 
vaccine mandate for its 
games in Orlando after 
Florida moved to fine the 
organization $27.5 million 
for violating a state law 
against such rules. 

Republican Gov. Ron De- 
Santis on Friday announced 
the organization had re- 
moved the requirement for 
its competition in the state, 
which is scheduled to run 
June 5 to June 12. 

"In Florida, we want all of 


them to be able to com- 
pete. We do not think it's 
fair or just to be marginal- 
izing some of these athletes 
based on a decision that 
has no bearing on their 
ability to compete with 
honor or integrity," DeSantis 
said at a news conference 
in Orlando. 

The Florida health depart- 
ment notified the Special 
Olympics of the fine in a 
letter Thursday that said 
the organization would be 
fined $27.5 million for 5,500 
violations of state law for 


requiring proof of coronavi- 
rus vaccination for attend- 
ees or participants. 

Florida law bars businesses 
from requiring documen- 
tation of a COVID-19 vac- 
cination. DeSantis has 
strongly opposed vaccine 
mandates and other virus 
policies endorsed by the 
federal government. 

In a statement on its web- 
site, the Special Olympics 
said people who were reg- 
istered but unable to partic- 
ipate because of the man- 
date can now attend.l) 


Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis speaks at Miami's Freedom Tower, on 
May 9, 2022. 
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Indiana court strikes down emergency law fought by governor 


By TOM DAVIES and RICK 
CALLAHAN 

Associated Press 
INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — The 
Indiana Supreme Court on 
Friday threw out a law that 
gave state legislators in- 
creased power to intervene 
during public health emer- 
gencies, agreeing with ar- 
guments from Republican 
Gov. Eric Holcomb that the 
move violated the state 
constitution. 

The court's unanimous de- 
cision settles a legal fight 
that began more than a 
year ago when Holcomb 
sued over a law that was 
a response to his efforts to 
deal with the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

The new law gave legisla- 
tive leaders authority to call 
the General Assembly into 
an "emergency session" if 
the governor declares a 
statewide emergency. The 
GOP-dominated — Legisla- 
ture approved it over Hol- 
comb's veto. 

Holcomb's lawyers con- 
tended that the state con- 
stitution allows only the gov- 
ernor to call the Legislature 
into meetings for consider- 
ation of new laws outside 
of its annual sessions that 
begin in early January and 
adjourn by the end of April. 
Chief Justice Loretta Rush 


Indiana Gov. Eric Holcomb speaks during a news conference on Sept. 27, 2021, in Indianapolis. 
Associated Press 


agreed, writing for the five- 
justice court that Holcomb's 
attorneys had "satisfied the 
high burden required to 
establish that the law is un- 
constitutional." 

"Under our Constitution, the 
General Assembly simply 
cannot do what the chal- 
lenged law permits absent 
a_ constitutional amend- 
ment," Rush added. 
Holcomb said in a state- 
ment that the battle over 
the law had raised "impor- 


tant procedural, statutory 
and Constitutional ques- 
tions that only the courts 
could answer." 

"Today, the Indiana Su- 
preme Court has provided 
clarity and finality on these 
important issues," he said. 
The high court's ruling 
came after a Marion Coun- 
ty judge sided with the Leg- 
islature in October. 
Legislative leaders never 
tried to convene an emer- 
gency session under the 


law. Holcomb first issued a 
public health emergency 
in response to the pandem- 
ic on March 6, 2020, and 
terminated it this March. He 
had issued 23 monthly ex- 
tensions, drawing the ire of 
many conservatives even 
though any mask man- 
dates or business restric- 
tions ended in spring 2021. 
Under the law, it would 
be up to the Legislative 
Council — made up of 
eight senators and eight 


House members — to call 
an "emergency session" if it 
determined that the gover- 
nor had declared a state of 
emergency with "statewide 
impact" and that "it is nec- 
essary for the General As- 
sembly to address the state 
of emergency with legisla- 
tive action." 

GOP legislative leaders 
have maintained — that 
the measure wasn't "anti- 
governor’ and_ praised 
Holcomb's handling of the 
coronavirus pandemic, 
which health officials say 
has killed more than 23,000 
people in the state. 
Republican House Speaker 
Todd Huston said in a state- 
ment that he respected 
the court's ruling. "We'll 
consider all options moving 
forward," he said. 
Republican Senate Presi- 
dent Pro Tem Rodric Bray 
echoed that, saying in a 
statement: "We will work 
collaboratively to find a 
way forward that serves the 
best interests of the State of 
Indiana." 

Although — Friday's — ruling 
found the "emergency ses- 
sion" law to be unconstitu- 
tional, Rush wrote that the 
General Assembly does 
have "the constitutional 
authority to set additional 
sessions.) 


Landmark bill to limit cryptomining passes NY Legislature 
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The Greenidge Generation bitcoin mining facility, in a former 
coal plant by Seneca Lake in Dresden, New York, is shown in this 


photo from Nov. 29, 2021. 


ALBANY, N.Y. (AP) — New 
York lawmakers have 
passed a milestone envi- 
ronmental measure de- 
signed to tap the brakes 
on the spread of crypto- 
currency mining operations 
that burn fossil fuels. 


Associated Press 


Both supporters and oppo- 
nents say that the closely 
watched bill, approved 
early Friday by the state 
Senate, is the first of its kind 
in the U.S. 

If it becomes law, it would 
establish a two-year mor- 


atorium on new and re- 
newed air permits for fossil 
fuel power plants used for 
energy-intensive "proof-of- 
work" cryptocurrency min- 
ing — a term for the com- 
putational process that 
records and secures trans- 
actions in bitcoin and simi- 
lar forms of digital money. 
Proof-of-work is the block- 
chain-based algorithm 
used by bitcoin and some 
other cryptocurrencies. 
Environmentalists are urg- 
ing Gov. Kathy Hochul to 
sign the legislation. They say 
the state is undermining its 
long-term climate goals by 
letting cryptomining opera- 
tions run their own natural 
gas-burning power plants. 
"We cannot be re-power- 
ing fossil fuel power plants 
for the purposes of private 
gain in New York, espe- 
cially as we're looking to 


move away from fossil fuels 
entirely," said Liz Moran of 
Earthjustice. 

Dozens of fossil fuel plants in 
New York could potentially 
be converted into mining 
operations, she said. 
Cryptocurrency advocates 
complained that the mea- 
sure singled out the industry 
without addressing other 
fossil fuel use. They argue 
that the legislation would 
crimp economic devel- 
opment in New York while 
other states court the bur- 
geoning field. 

"The message from the bill 
and the embrace of that 
kind of policy is not a good 
one for an industry that re- 
ally can go anywhere," said 
John Olsen of The Block- 
chain Association, an_ in- 
dustry group. 

"We're very hopeful that 
the governor realizes that 


the long-term benefits of 
embracing this industry 
and this technology far out- 
weigh a potential pause 
on prospective future emis- 
sions," he added. 

Hochul, a Democrat, has 
said she want to make sure 
any legislation balances 
economic and environ- 
mental concerns 
Cryptocurrency mining 
requires specialized com- 
puters that consume huge 
amounts of energy. One 
study calculated that as 
of November 2018, bit- 
coin's annual electricity 
consumption was compa- 
rable to Hong Kong's in 
2019, according to the U.S. 
Energy Information Admin- 
istration. Some miners are 
looking for ways to reduce 
their reliance on fossil fuels 
to produce the necessary 
electricity.) 


By LYNN BERRY 

Associated Press 

As Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy tells 
it, when Russia invaded 100 
days ago, no one expect- 
ed his country to survive. 
World leaders advised him 
to flee. 

“But they didn’t know us,” 
he said in a late-night vid- 
eo address in April when 
the war hit its 50th day. 
“And they didn’t know how 
brave Ukrainians are, how 
much we value freedom.” 
He could have been speak- 
ing about himself. No one 
knew how a 44-year-old 
man who had _ catapult- 
ed himself from the world 
of entertainment into the 
presidency would respond 
to an invasion by Russia’s 


giant army. 
His response has been 
forceful — and compel- 


lingly public. Zelenskyy has 
led his country in mount- 
ing an unexpectedly fierce 
resistance. Every night, he 
rallies Ukrainians to the fight 
with a video address on 
social media. There have 
been 100 so far — one for 
each day of the war — in 
nightly reminders that he 
has not fled, that Ukraine 
has indeed survived. 

His actor-trained voice can 
be soothing, a deep, con- 
fidential almost-whisper as 
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In this image from video provided by the Ukrainian Presidential Press Office, Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy speaks from Kyiv, Ukraine, Feb. 24, 2022. 


he looks directly into the 
camera. Or forceful, ris- 
ing in moral outrage as he 
condemns the most recent 
Russian atrocities and insists 
that those responsible will 
be punished. 

As the days and weeks 
have ticked by, his unshav- 
en face has grown a dark 
beard. He has lost his boy- 
ish looks. The puffiness from 
sleepless nights as Russian 
troops marched on the 
capital was replaced by 
new resolve when the inva- 


sion stalled. 

From the start of the war 
he has dressed in various 
shades of army green, ap- 
pearing most often in a sim- 
ple T-shirt. The impression 
he leaves is clear: He’s fresh 
from the fight and about to 
get back to it. 

A tireless and skilled com- 
municator, Zelenskyy has 
spoken by video link to the 
United Nations, British Par- 
liament, U.S. Congress and 
about two dozen other par- 
liaments around the world, 


Associated Press 


as well as to the Cannes 
Film Festival and America’s 
Grammy Awards. Rarely if 
ever has a man without a 
tie addressed so many VIPs. 
He also has given  inter- 
views to journalists. He held 
a news conference in the 
safety of the Kyiv subway. 

But his nightly video ad- 
dress has been his favored 
channel for informing and 
inspiring his fellow citizens. 

He often begins with an ex- 
uberant greeting to Ukraini- 
ans as “the free people of 


a brave country” or “the 
invincible people of our 
great country.” He invari- 
ably ends with a defiant 
“Glory to Ukraine.” 

He tells them of the world 
leaders he has spoken with 
during the day and his ef- 
forts to get those leaders 
to send more and better 
weapons, to inflict ever 
more punishing sanctions 
on Russia. 

He speaks to his fellow 
Ukrainians’ anger and pain 
from the devastation of the 
country, the untold deaths. 
“My heart breaks from 
what Russia is doing to our 
people,” he said on March 
16 after Russian bombs 
killed hundreds sheltering in 
a theater in Mariupol. 

He salutes their courage 
and says he never gets 
tired of thanking all those 
fighting to determine the 
future of Ukraine. That the 
country did not fall within 
days as Russia expected, 
he said on April 14, was be- 
cause millions of Ukrainians 
“made the most important 
decision of their life - to 
fight.” 

He also has tried to reach 
a Russian audience, as on 
April 1 when he switched 
from Ukrainian into Russian 
to urge Russians to keep 
their sons away from the 
war.l) 


Nigerian police seek abductors of prelate freed after ransom 


By CHINEDU ASADU 
Associated Press 

ABUJA, Nigeria (AP) — Ni- 
geria’s police on Friday 
said they are still looking for 
suspects in the abduction 
of the head of the Method- 
ist Church Nigeria who was 
freed in exchange for a 
ransom of 100 million naira 
($240,600). 

Samuel Kanu Uche was 
freed on Monday, a day 
after he was kidnapped in 
Abia in southeast Nigeria, 
the Christian Association of 
Nigeria said. 

Security forces “are. still 
looking out for the sus- 
pects” who abducted 
Uche, police spokesman 
Geoffrey Ogbonna said. 
“When the incident hap- 
pened, policemen were 
deployed to that area and 
up till now, they are still 


there,” the police spokes- 
man said, adding that the 
prelate “went to Lagos as 
soon as he regained his 
freedom.” The cleric de- 
scribed his abduction at a 
briefing in Lagos this week. 
“These people came out 
from the bush,” Uche said. 
“They divided themselves 
into three places; some 
people were at the back, 
some were at the center 
and there was another 
group in front to make sure 
that we didn’t run away. 
They fired shots at our ve- 
hicles and they eventually 
abducted three of us.” 

Uche was freed after the 
ransom was paid into an 
account provided by the 
kidnappers, he said. Police 
have denied knowledge of 
the ransom. Uche criticized 
the government for the de- 


terioration of the country’s 
security that has allowed 
kidnappers to flourish. 

“The primary purpose of 
government is to secure 
lives and property. Any 
government that has failed 
in that has failed woefully,” 
Uche said after his release. 
Nigeria’s — kidnap-for-ran- 
som business has seen more 
than $18 million in ransoms 
paid between 2011 and 
2020, according to the La- 
gos-based SBM intelligence 
research firm. 

Nigeria’s federal authorities 
have been trying to stop 
the abductions for some 
time, most recently through 
legislation to ban ransoms. 
The country’s Senate said 
it would “turn around not 
only the security situation 
in Nigeria but even the 
economic fortunes of our 


A Nigerian policeman provides security at the offices of the 
Independent National Electoral Commission in Kano, northern 


Nigeria Thursday, Feb. 14, 2019. 


country.” 

Earlier this month, federal 
authorities also barred calls 
from more than 70 million 
unregistered phone lines in 
an attempt to target kid- 
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nappers and make it dif- 
ficult for them to contact 
the families of those held. 
But kidnappers have found 
a way to get around that 
measure, analysts say.L) 
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U.N. says Yemen's warring parties agree to renew truce 


By NOHA ELHENNAWY 
Associated Press 

CAIRO (AP) — The United 
Nations said Thursday that 
Yemen’s warring parties 
have agreed to renew a 
nationwide truce for anoth- 
er two months. The devel- 
opment offered a glimmer 
of hope for the country, 
plagued by eight years of 
civil war though significant 
obstacles remain to lasting 
peace. 

The cease-fire between Ye- 
men’s internationally rec- 
ognized government and 
the lIran-backed ~ Houthi 
rebels initially came into ef- 
fect on April 2. And though 
each side at times ac- 
cused the other of violating 
the cease-fire, it was the 
first nationwide truce in the 
past six years of the conflict 
in the Arab World’s most 
impoverished nation. 

The announcement, which 
is the Outcome of U.N. ef- 
forts, came only few hours 
before the original truce 
was set to expire later on 
Thursday. 

“The truce represents a sig- 
nificant shift in the trajecto- 
ry of the war and has been 
achieved through respon- 
sible and courageous deci- 
sion making by the parties,” 
U.N. Special Envoy for Ye- 
men Hans Grundberg said 
in a statement. He said he 
will mediate between the 
warring parties to solidify 
the new truce and to try to 
eventually reach a political 
settlement to end the con- 
flict. 

President Joe Biden wel- 
comed the development 
and stressed that ending 
the war in Yemen has been 
a priority of his adminis- 
tration. “Il urge all parties 
to move expeditiously to- 
wards a comprehensive 
and inclusive peace pro- 
cess. Our diplomacy will 
not rest until a permanent 
settlement is in place,” he 
said. 
U.N. 


Secretary-General 


A Yemen Airways plane, the first commercial flight in six years from Yemen's rebel-held capital is 
greeted with a waiter spray salute at the Sanaa international airport, part of a fragile truce in the 
county’s grinding civil war, in Sanaa, Yemen, May, 16, 2022. 


Antonio Guterres said that 
“regional and international 
support will remain critical 
for the continuation and 
successful implementation 
of the truce.” 

The fighting in Yemen 
erupted in 2014, when the 
Houthis descended from 
their northern enclave and 
took over the capital of 
Sanaa, forcing the inter- 
nationally recognized gov- 
ernment to flee into exile in 
Saudi Arabia. A Saudi-led 
coalition entered the war in 
early 2015 to try to restore 
the government to power. 
The conflict, which eventu- 
ally descended into a proxy 
war between Saudi Arabia 
and Iran, has killed over 
150,000 people, including 
over 14,500 civilians, and 
created one of the world’s 
worst humanitarian crises, 
pushing millions of Yemenis 
to the brink of famine. 

In his statement, Biden also 
lauded the Saudi govern- 
ment for what he said re- 


flected “courageous lead- 
ership” in endorsing and 
implementing the U.N.-led 
truce. 

His remarks came as over- 
riding U.S. strategic interests 
in oil and security have re- 
cently pushed the adminis- 
tration to rethink the arms- 
length stance that Biden 
pledged to take with the 
Saudis as a candidate for 
the White House. 

Biden's initial position was 
provoked by the grue- 
some 2018 killing at the 
Saudi Consulate in Turkey 
of U.S.-based journalist Ja- 
mal Khashoggi, a critic of 
the de facto Saudi ruler, 
Crown Prince Mohammed 
bin Salman. Khashoggi 
was killed by a team of 
Saudi agents, including in- 
dividuals who worked for 
the crown prince's office. 
His remains have not been 
found. 

The provisions of the origi- 
nal truce included reopen- 
ing the roads around the 
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besieged city of Taiz, es- 
tablishing two commercial 
flights a week between Sa- 
naa and Jordan and Egypt, 
and also allowing 18 vessels 
carrying fuel into the port of 
Hodeida. Both Sanaa and 
Hodeida are controlled by 
the Houthi rebels. 

Later Thursday, the Ye- 
meni government's presi- 
dential council expressed 
its support for the U.N. en- 
voy’'s efforts and reiterated 
that that Houthis must be 
prompted to re-open roads 
around Taiz, according to 
the state-run SABA news 


agency. 
In a statement, Mahdi 
al-Mashat, head of the 


Houthis supreme political 
council which runs rebel- 
held areas, said the Houthis 
decided to “respond posi- 
tively” to the U.N. envoy’s 
push to renew the truce 
in order “to alleviate the 
suffering” of the Yemeni 
people, and to allow more 
time for the implementa- 
tion of all provisions includ- 
ed in the original cease-fire 
agreement. 

In recent weeks, commer- 
cial flights have resumed 
from Sanaa, and fuel ship- 
ments have arrived. How- 
ever, the opening of the 
roads around Taiz remains 
a contested issue and both 
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sides have yet to agree 
on a framework for lifting 
the blockade on the key 
city.Fighting, airstrikes and 
bombardment have sub- 
sided since the truce first 
started in early April, and 
the rebels have ceased 
their cross-border attacks 
on Saudi Arabia and the 
United Arab Emirates, the 
two pillars of the Saudi-led 
coalition. 

The Norwegian Refugee 
Council’s Yemen director, 
Erin Hutchinson, expressed 
hopes that the cease-fire 
would lead to the reopen- 
ing of roads so that human- 
itarian aid can reach those 
in need and so that more 
displaced Yemenis could 
return to their homes. 
Many Yemenis and ob- 
servers point to the fact 
that fighting has been re- 
duced, but not completely 
stopped. According to the 
Norwegian humanitarian 
group, the original truce re- 
sulted in a more than 50% 
drop in the number of ci- 
vilian casualties in the first 
month. 

The head of the Gulf Coop- 
eration Council, Nayef al- 
Hajraf, also welcomed the 
truce extension, expressing 
hopes it would be condu- 
cive to a comprehensive 
peace. The Saudi-based 
GCC representing Bah- 
rain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, 
Saudi Arabia and the UAE 
makes economic policies 
for the bloc, serving as a 
Sunni-led Arab counter- 
weight to Shiite power Iran. 
The European Union's del- 


egation to Yemen wel- 
comed the move in a 
tweet and underscored 


the importance of lifting 
the Taiz blockade. 


Earlier, U.N. spokesman 
Stephane Dujarric said 
Yemen's humanitarian 


needs remain high despite 
improvements since the 
truce, with some 19 million 
expected to face hunger 
this year, including more 
than 160,000 who will face 
famine-like Conditions. 

“Aid agencies need $4.28 
billion to assist 17.3 million 
people across the coun- 
try this year,” but only 26% 
of that amount has been 
funded, he said, urging do- 
nors to pledge money and 
turn pledges into cash.) 


RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) — Peru 
has descended into one of 
the worst political crises in 
its history and protection of 
its Amazon rainforest is fail- 
ing, according to a report 
published Thursday. Peru is 
home to the second-larg- 
est portion of the Amazon 
rainforest after Brazil. The 
country had pledged to 
stop deforestation by 2021. 
The South American coun- 
try has been immersed in 
political turbulence since 
2016. Corruption scandals 
and disputes between the 
executive and _ legislative 
branches of government 
have led to intense turn- 
over four presidents in five 
years. Peru’s current Presi- 
dent, leftist outsider Pedro 
Castillo, has already sur- 
vived two impeachment 
attempts since he took of- 
fice in July 2021. 

The Peruvian Amazon 
is massive larger than 
Ukraine, some 68 million 
hectares (168 million acres). 
It holds the headwaters of 
the Amazon river as well as 
Manu National Park, one 
of the most biologically di- 
verse areas in the world. It’s 
a transition zone between 
the Andes mountains and 
the rainforest lowlands, rich 
iN microclimates and ecol- 
ogy. 

But the Monitoring of the 
Andean Amazon. Project 
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Immersed in crisis, Peru neglects Amazon’s destruction 
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This Wednesday, Feb. 24, 2016 photo shows the deforestation of what was once pristine 
rainforest, caused by gold mining, during a government raid on illegal wildcat mining operations 
in La Pampa, in Peru’s Madre de Dios region. 


(MAAP), an initiative of the 
nonprofit Amazon Conser- 
vation Association, reports 
that deforestation in the 
Peruvian Amazon has hit 
six historical highs in the 
past ten years. The analy- 
sis is based on data from 
the University of Maryland, 
which has kept records 
since 2002. 

The worst year ever was 
2020 when Peru lost around 
170,000 hectares (420,000 
acres) of Amazon rainfor- 
est. Last year, that number 


declined, but still ranked as 
the sixth highest on record. 
Peruvian official data, 
which only goes through 
2020, agrees. 

Corrupt actors who benefit 
from environmental crime, 
together with the political 
crisis have resulted in a lack 
of government ability to 
fight environmental crime, 
the report said. “What's 
more, the Peruvian gov- 
ernment continues to pri- 
oritize economic develop- 
ment over the protection 
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of the Amazon rainforest.” 
The Igarapé Institute com- 
missioned the report from 
InSight Crime, a non-profit 
organization focused on 
investigating crime in Latin 
America. 

As in Brazil’s Amazon, cat- 
tle ranching and agricul- 
ture are the main drivers 
of deforestation. Agribusi- 
ness companies and poor 
migrants from other parts 
of Peru seize land illegally. 
Other illegal activities that 
harm the forest are gold 


mining, logging and coca 
plantations. 

“Agriculture is now firmly 
established,” as the lead- 
ing driver of deforestation, 
concentrated in the cen- 
tral and southern Peruvian 
Amazon, said MAAP direc- 
tor Matt Finer. “This includes 
both widespread = smalll- 
scale agriculture as well re- 
cent large-scale activities 
from new Mennonite colo- 
nies.” 

The report, titled The Roots 
of Environmental Crime 
in the Peruvian Amazon, 
identifies three actors be- 
hind deforestation: big 
businesses, such as palm oil 
companies; entrepreneur- 
ial criminal networks, which 
profit from the trade in 
timber, land or drugs, and 
cheap labor poorly paid 
workers who cut down trees 
and plant coca crops. 

The products of these illegal 
activities end up in other 
parts of the world. Most of 
the gold exports go to Swit- 
zerland, the United States, 
India and Canada. Peru's 
domestic market absorbs 
most of the timber; what 
is exported goes mainly to 
China. Around 28 percent 
of Peru's gold production 
is illegal, according to the 
InsightCrime investigation, 
which also estimates that 
most timber extraction is 
done without permits.) 


Pakistan reports 7th polio case of this year amid outbreak 


By MUNIR AHMED 
ISLAMABAD (AP) — Paki- 
stani health authorities 
on Friday confirmed the 
seventh case of polio so 
far this year, saying it was 
registered in the country’s 
former Taliban stronghold 
in the northwest, a region 
bordering Afghanistan. 

The outbreak, after the 
first polio case of 2022 was 
registered in the same re- 
gion in April, is a blow to 
the Islamic nation’s efforts 
to eradicate the disease, 
which can cause severe 
paralysis in children. 

All seven cases have been 
reported in North Wa- 
Ziristan, a district in the Khy- 
ber Pakhtunkhwa province 
where the government has 
launched an investigating 
into the outbreak. Parents 


in the region often refuse 
to get their children inocu- 
lated. 

Pakistan's Health Minister 
Abdul Qadir Patel issued 
a statement Friday, say- 
ing authorities were taking 
steps to protect the gains 
made by the government's 
polio eradication program 
in recent years. He urged 
parents to get their children 
vaccinated. 

Pakistan's anti-polio cam- 
paigns are regularly 
marked by violence. Is- 
lamic militants often target 
polio teams and police 
assigned to protect them, 
falsely claiming the vac- 
cination campaigns are a 
Wester conspiracy to ster- 
ilize children. 

North Waziristan, a former 
tribal region, was a strong- 


hold of the Pakistani Taliban 
until recently, when the 
military claimed to have 
cleared the region of mili- 
tants following several wi- 
descale operations there. 
However, attacks still per- 
sist. Pakistan has for the past 
25 years carried out regular 
inoculation campaigns in 
which health workers go 
door-to-door to give polio 
drops to children. Most of 
the workers are women, as 
they can get better access 
to mothers and children. 
The anti-polio teams are 
often escorted by security 
forces. 

So far this year, the govern- 
ment carried out three na- 
tionwide anti-polio drives 
in January, March and in 
May. During the March 
campaign, gunmen _ in 


A health worker gives a polio vaccine to a child in a neighbor- 
hood of Lahore, Pakistan, Monday, May 23, 2022 
Associated Press 


northwestern Pakistan shot 
and killed a female polio 
worker as she was returning 
home after a day of vac- 
cinations. And in January, 


gunmen shot and killed a 
police officer providing se- 
curity for polio vaccination 
workers, also in the coun- 
try’s northwest.) 


A8|LOCAL 
SATURDAY 4 JUNE 2022 


BINGO IS BACK EVERY THURSDAY, SATURDAY & SUNDAY! 


Super 4-Card BINGO 
starting at 1pm! 
$7 for 4-Card BINGO | 8 Games to Play 


$1,500 fin Gash Prfizes 
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~~ SATURDAY! 


Jackpot within 50 Calls | 51 Calls or more $111 


THE SHOPS 
AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 


Offering a wide variety of Retail & Dining Outlets, 
Salon & Spa Services, Souvenirs and more. 


Dunkin Donuts | Baskin Robbins | Fusion Piano & Wine Bar 
Hungry Piranha | Twist of Flavors | Juan Valdez Café 


CASINO AND SHOPS 
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PALM BEACH - Don’t spend a sin- 
gle moment of your long awaited 
holiday in Aruba thinking about 
your return testing. The Covid Test 
Center Aruba located at the Paseo 
Herencia Mall is your travel ally. 
Just sit back and relax knowing 
that, when the time comes, their 
professional staff will make _ this 
process a breeze for you. No need 
to make an appointment or dread 
the nasal swab; you'll be done with 
it in a matter of minutes and back 
to fun stuff. 


Some regions require proof or certi- 
fication of negative COVID-19 sta- 
tus before allowing people into or 
out of the country. With rules and 
guidelines varying greatly from 
country to country, the safest ap- 
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proach is to have recent proof you 
are COVID-19 negative before 
you get to the airport. Covid Test 
Center @ Paseo provides both PCR 
and Antigen type testing with re- 
sults within hours; and both are ac- 
cepted by the CDC. 

Covid Test Center @ Paseo is con- 
veniently located at the Paseo Her- 
encia Mall in the heart of the Palm 
Beach Strip and right across from 
the Playa Linda and Holiday Inn 
hotels; only two doors from T.G.l. 
Friday's. We are open seven days 
a week, between 9 am and 9 pm. 
This gives you the choice to walk in 
when it better suits you. If can be at 
the start or at the end of your day. 
No appointment needed here. 
The friendly technicians at Covid 
Test Center @ Paseo will take your 


Covid Test Center at Paseo has the best experience! 


information as we are aware it is 
imperative that this shows accu- 
rately on the results. For a seam- 
less process, please verify that you 
have provided the correct email to 
deliver the certificate. Said certifi- 
cate can be printed at our offices 
should you wish to do so. 

We understand that nobody enjoys 
doing a nasal swab. That is why we 
take pride in our reputation of be- 
ing the gentlest swabbers on the 
island. First, we will not rush you just 
to go to the next in line. Through 
clear given instructions we want 
you to feel comfortable. When 
you are ready, we will promptly 
but tenderly take a proper sample. 
Many elsewhere traumatized peo- 
ple praise the difference it makes 
to test with us. 


The Brownstone Ribs & Seafood 
Coming Soon: Auntie Anne’s Pretzels 


Albanbra Open daily 10am to 3am | J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 | 583.5000 | casinoalhambra.com 


Forget about counting hours be- 
fore your flight, our turnaround 
is fast! For travel to the US, for ex- 
ample, a day before will suffice. A 
great game plan is to test first, then 
head out for an evening of dining, 
shopping and entertainment at the 
Paseo Herencia Mall, home of the 
water and lights show in the eve- 
nings. By the time you are back at 
the hotel, your results will be ready 
in your inbox. 

A PCR test costs $75 and results are 
ready the next day, while Antigen 
test costs $35 with same day results. 
If you are staying at an off-high-rise 
area property, you can benefit 
from the free parking our custom- 
ers receive at the mall lot.). 

For more information follow us on 
Facebook, Instagram or Twitter.) 


Get a FREE Alhambra 


T-Shirt when you earn 


250 Slot Points on Sunday with 
your Players’ Club card! 
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THE SHOPS 
AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 


Offering a wide variety of Retail & Dining Outlets, 
Salon & Spa Services, Souvenirs and more. 


Dunkin Donuts | Baskin Robbins | Fusion Piano & Wine Bar 
Hungry Piranha | Twist of Flavors | Juan Valdez Café 


The Brownstone Ribs & Seafood 
Coming Soon: Auntie Anne’s Pretzels 


Get it ALL done at Do It Center and Super Do It Center & Groceries 


Noord - Sometimes all we 
need is one place where 
we can do all our shopping 
at once. Well, Do it cen- 
ter and Super Do it Center 
Groceries has it all. This is 
the largest, local owned Do 
it Center in the Caribbean 
and best of all a 100% lo- 
cally owned family busi- 
ness. 


How it all began 

It was 1938 when Mr. Eric 
Ponson started his journey 
at General Store. Ponson 
did not hesitate and decid- 
ed to buy General Store. 
Buying a store and thus go- 
ing from employee to own- 
er of a business with a debt 
of 11.000 guilders was not 
an easy task. 


As the saying goes: “Be- 
hind every successful man, 
is a strong woman”. In the 
case of Ponson, this was 
no different. As General 
Store progressed and slow- 
ly became successful, Mrs. 
Irene Ponson, came in to 
assist her husband. Irene 
Ponson is a visionary, she 
knew exactly where and 
how to invest and within 
a short amount of time in 
1970, General Store moved 


to a better location at the 
Steenweg. This aloud for 
a lot more merchandize, 
products and employees. 
Supply and demand was 
as such, that General Store 
became the number 1 
electrical business. Business 
kept going so well that the 
location at the Steenweg 
became too small and 
was moved later to Dakota 
Shopping Paradise and lat- 
er to Pedro Gallego Straat. 
With this move, an expan- 
sion was decided upon 
and an electronics store 
in Savaneta was opened. 
General Store still being 
very successful was ready 
for more growth. 


Ricky, Kenneth, Corine and 
Frans are the fruits of this 
marriage. Kenneth and 
Frans however, decided 
to further develop their 
father’s legacy and con- 
tinued with their mother’s 
dream to expand the busi- 
ness. An expansion not in 
square feet only, but in 
merchandize as well. A 
great opportunity present- 
ed itself when the Ponson 
family was able to buy a 
piece of property across 
from the airport. In 2007 the 


Ponson family moved into 
their brand new and huge 
building. Ponson’s General 
Store now had an electri- 
cal department, as house- 
wares department, a paint 
department and a_ hard- 
ware department. 


After a successful opening 
and expansion, Kenneth 
and Frans who _ inherited 
their mothers vision, de- 
cided that General Store 
was ready for yet another 
expansion.With the support 
of Mr. Tom Barfell and man- 
agement of Do it Best in the 
States, the construction of 
Do it Center commenced. 
Fast forward to today. A 
Do it Center in Aruba, with 
more than 50.000 top of the 
line items for interior as well 
exterior use, building ma- 
terials, STO products and a 
top of the line grocery store. 
Perseverance, responsibil- 
ity, vision and the courage 
to invest have made Pon- 
son’s General Store as suc- 
cessful as it is today. 


Super Do It Center Shaba & 
Groceries 

Located in Shaba, Noord. 
This is the last sibling of the 
Do It Center family. Here 
you will be able to find any- 
thing you are looking for. 
The building is divided into 
several departments from 
home to hardware to gro- 
ceries. Everything under 
one roof. 

Groceries? Visit the fully 
stocked supermarket with 
fresh fruits and vegetables 
and high class meat selec- 
tions. Highly known prod- 
ucts and brands are here 
for you to grab. Every week 
Do It Center Groceries of- 


fers its weekly special on 
selected items. Weekly spe- 
cials are very popular and 
a perfect chance for you 
to buy your favorite prod- 
ucts at a reduced price. 

Need a home makeover? 
Do not skip the furniture 
department “Leenbakker”. 
Here, you will find a divine 
collection of European fur- 
niture, worldwide known 
for their modern and stylish 
features for your bedroom, 
bathroom, living room or 
kitchen. For your garden 
they have a wide selection 
of durable furniture special- 
ly made for our tropical cli- 


mate. Take a walk around 
and find some. treasures. 
Find the perfect accessory 
for your house, fitted for 
your personality and style. 
Modern, elegant, retro in- 
dustrial, whatever your style 
is you will definitely find 
something for your person- 
al taste. 


Do it Center Shaba is open 
from Monday to Saturday 
from 8AM to 8PM and on 
Sunday’s from 9AM to 6PM. 


For more information go to 
www.doit.aw.L]} 
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The 4th KLM Aruba Marathon will take place this weekend on the island 


Foundation Run in the Sun Aruba is the orga- 
nizing party of the KLM Aruba Marathon. This 
unique Running event is an official road race, 
AIMS/ IAAF certified (Association of Internation- 
al Marathons and Distance Races) and is orga- 
nized under the supervision of the Aruban Ath- 
letics Federation. This year there will be 2,500 
participants of which 550 are from abroad. 


For everyone a suitable distance is available. 
At the finish each runner will receive a special 
designed bling-bling shiny Gold medal and of 
course an unforgettable after-finish celebration 
party will be waiting on the beach! The beau- 
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1 Team Ritz-Carlton: Water 


Water + Bananas + Raisins 
5 Team Eagle 297 Runners: 
Water + Powerade 
6 Team CUT & CURVE GYM / 
Amsterdam manor: Water 
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tiful Course will show the best of Aruba and 
will take you from the high-rise hotels to Eagle 
Beach and up to the famous California Light- 
house. You can expect participants from alll 
around the World during this race. The start and 
finish of all distances will be the Hilton Aruba Ca- 
ribbean Resort . 


Saturday: 
The 5k race will be held on Saturday June 4th 
and will start at 5:15 pm. 


Sunday: 
The 10k, Half Marathon and Marathon will take 


2 Team NHL Stenden + Linda: Water 
3 Team KLM: Water + Powerade 
4 Team Lion Fish Swim School: 


7 Team IBiSA = Finish for 21.1KM 
and for 42.2KM Start second loop: 
Water + Powerade + Bananas 


<< 


place early Sunday. The full Marathon will start 
at 3:13am. Each runner has a cut off time of 6 
hours to complete this race. 


The Half Marathon will start at 5:15 am and at 
6:15 am they will start with the 10K race. 


Be aware that the traffic during race hours will 
be partially closed. Make sure to take a minute 
support and cheer the runners aside the road. 


We want to wish all the runners good luck with 
their race and hopefully they can reach a new 
PR on our Happy Island.l) 


BUSINESS 


Att 


SATURDAY 4 JUNE 2022 


Tenants grapple with rent hikes amid overall inflation spike 


eT 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — At a 
time when rising gasoline 
and food prices are al- 
ready straining Americans’ 
budgets, many apartment 
tenants are grappling with 
soaring rents. 

The Miami-Fort Lauderdale- 
West Palm Beach metro- 
politan area in Florida saw 
overall median rent soar 
over 50% in April from a year 
ago, to $3,045 a month, ac- 
cording to Realtor.com. 
The next biggest increase? 
The central Florida metro- 
politan area made up of 
Orlando, Kissinmee and 
Sanford, where the median 
rent jumped 32.9% from 
April last year to $1,927, the 
firm said. 

Nationally the median rent 
climbed to $1,827, an in- 
crease of about 17% versus 
the same month last year, 
according to Realtor.com, 
which tracks rental listings 
in the 50 biggest U.S. met- 
ropolitan areas. 

"The fact that rents are 
rising much higher than 
we've seen historically is 
a reflection of the unique 
time that we're in, where 
the economy is adjusting to 
a couple of extraordinary 
years and shifts in prefer- 
ences,’ said Danielle Hale, 
Realtor.com's chief econo- 
mist. 


A view of the New York City skyline, with the Empire State Building in the center, is seen from One 


World Trade, in New York, June 15, 2021. 


National median rent has 
set new all-time highs for 14 
monihs in a row. At the cur- 
rent pace of increases, it 
could hit $2,000 by August, 
Hale said. Rents as mea- 
sured by the U.S. consumer 
price index haven't risen 
this fast since May 1991. 

In arecent survey of renters 
and landlords by Realtor. 
com more than 66% of ten- 
ants said higher rents were 
the biggest strain on their 


finances, while about 76% 
noted they're unable to 
save as much money every 
month as they did a year 
ago. 

Tenants are likely to see 
further rent hikes this year. 
About 72% of the landlords 
surveyed said they were 
planning to increase rents 
within 12 months. 

Landlords have the lever- 
age to ask for higher rents 
because demand is strong. 
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Years of rising home prices 
and the recent surge in 
mortgage rates have left 
many would-be homebuy- 
ers with little choice but to 
keep renting. 

Developers are responding 
by ramping up apartment 
construction to the fastest 
pace in decades. 

Newly started = construc- 
tion of apartment build- 
ings climbed to a season- 
ally adjusted annual rate 


of 612,000 units in April, ac- 
cording to the Commerce 
Department. That's up 
42.3% from a year earlier 
and the fastest seasonally 
adjusted annual rate since 
April 1986. 

That additional supply 
should help eventually, but 
it can take months or years 
for projects to hit the mar- 
ket, especially given supply 
chain and labor constraints 
that have delayed all man- 
ner of construction during 
the pandemic. 

While the national hom- 
eownership rate is around 
65%, there are more renters 
than homeowners in many 
large metropolitan areas, 
such as New York, Los An- 
geles and Chicago, Hale 
said. 

And the burden of sharp 
rent increases tends to fall 
mostly on a segment of the 
population that tends to be 
younger and less financially 
flexible. 

"The renter population 
tends to be different than 
the homeowner popula- 
tion," Hale said. 'They tend 
to be younger, they tend to 
have less wealth, and also 
be lower income, gener- 
ally speaking, which can 
make it more difficult for 
them to navigate price 
increases."L) 


Japan tech 


By YURI KAGEYAMA 
TOKYO (AP) — Toshiba ex- 
ecutives said Friday that 
privatization remains an 
option for the Japanese 
technology company, as 
they defended their efforts 
to choose the right bidder 
to restore what they called 
"a strong Toshiba." 
Tokyo-based Toshiba has 
been trying to win over 
shareholders to a restruc- 
turing plan. The company 
has not given the nation- 
alities or other details of the 
potential investor partners, 
including eight that have 
recommended that Toshi- 
ba Corp. go private. 
Toshiba's chairperson, Jerry 
Black, stressed in an online 
news conference that how 
bidders' proposals are eval- 
vated will be transparent to 
all stakeholders. 

The goal is for Toshiba to 
go through what he called 


giant Toshiba studying going private as an option 


a "radical transformation" 
quickly, showing a_ clear 
direction and leadership, 
Black told reporters. 

In March, investors rejected 
a company-backed reform 
proposal to split Toshiba 
into two businesses. 

Some shareholders, includ- 
ing foreign investment 
funds and U.S.-based proxy 
advisory firm Institutional 
Shareholders Services, op- 
posed the plan. An ear- 
lier plan that also was 
scrapped had called for a 
three-way split. 

Black, who has experience 
in international consulting 
and turing around trou- 
bled Japanese companies, 
and Taro Shimada, a for- 
mer executive at Siemens, 
have been trying to come 
up with another plan. 

"It's important that we focus 
our assets to move forward. 
Many people are saying 


Toshiba has weakened," 
said Shimada, who took 
over as chief executive 
three months ago. 

The options will be nar- 
rowed down after a June 
28 general shareholders’ 
meeting, according to 
Toshiba. The company is 
seeking shareholders’ ap- 
proval at that meeting for 
nominations of some out- 
side directors to the board. 
The selected investment 
partners will be asked to 
submit legally binding pro- 
posalls in July. 

Japan Investment Corp., 
owned partly by the Japa- 
nese government, and U.S. 
investment fund Bain Capi- 
tal are reportedly among 


those trying to acquire 
Toshiba. 
Black said Toshiba was 


working closely with the 
Japanese government in 
evaluating its options. 


Kawasaki near Tokyo, on Feb. 19, 2022. 


It remains unclear if a suitor 
needs a Japanese part- 
ner to be able to close the 
deal. 

"Japan and the world will 
need a_ strong Toshiba," 
Black told reporters. 
Toshiba has been. strug- 
gling since the Fukushima 
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nuclear disaster in March 
2011. A tsunami sent three 
reactors into meltdowns, 
spewing radiation over an 
area that's still partly a no- 
go zone. The company is 
involved in the decommis- 
sioning effort, which will 
take decades.l) 
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CROSSWORD 
By THOMAS JOSEPH 


ACROSS 
1 Historian's 
concern 
§ Secures, 
as a boat 
10 Writer DOWN 
Nin 1 Showed 
12 Tax nervous 
cheal’s ness 
WOMTy 2 Hooded 
13Two-dot = jacket «=: 11. Get cozy 
character 4 ceasqned 17 Plate 
14Corduroy ga usage refill 
feature =a Uncle, in 20Brat's 
1Slmporiant — Acapulco —_—coppesite 
ae 5 Foal’s 21 Caravan 
16 Purpose = inother creature 
18Coffee, — g Arles 23 Stiffly 
fa ag assent awkward 
7 saa 7Gold-  25High- for shor 
pull finger's protein =: 36 Spy 
99 Cold-sea henchman grain org. 
8 Hardships 26Persua- 38Dapper 


crusta- . 
aeang 9 Mount sion fellow 


24 Darkness 

25 Workers 
wark for 
them 

29 Area 
under a 
wave 

30 Buck 

32 Outfit 

33 Calif. hrs. 

34 Draw 

35 Chilled 

of Theyre 
adored 

39 Boom 
type 

40 Insertion 
sign 


41 Long 
staries 

42 Go- 
aheads 


BEGG RIE (D 
TAIRA S/E|C 
RLELGIALN IML |Als|s 
HEX MP|O 7 Tale 
AISA A TIA 


FIRIOI SINIO[AIE 
s[Tle}P|s MBE |Dicie|s 


Yesterday's answer 


27 Corrida 
crilter 

268 Went to 
sea 

29 Angry 

31 Takes a 
break 

33 Chest 
muscles, 


AMYDLBAAXR 
is LONGPEL LOW 
One letter stands For another. In this sample, A is used 
for the three Los, & for the two Os, ete. Single letters, 
apostrophes, ibe length and formation of the words 
wre all ducts. Each day the code letters ace different. 


é-4 CRYPTOQUOTE 


BYMBAM SAM BLOG OMSOQOT GU 


NM UEP M UN G OG BY M 


GOUTMNHMT GO FHUM: OTE W 


SQ 7 WSBT. > FIM N B 
TWYLMIHECMN 

Yesterday's Cryptoquote: YOU CANT BUY 
HAPPINESS, BUT YOU CAN BUY DORUTS. 
AND THATS KIND OF THE SAM THING. 
— UNKNOWN 


A woman abroad feels an unwelcome 
gaze in new film 'Watcher' 


This image released by IFC Films shows Maika Monroe in a 
scene from "Watcher." 


By LINDSEY BAHR 
AP Film Writer 
In the haunting and sophis- 
ticated new thriller" Watch- 
r, " Maika Monroe plays 
an American woman who 
is feeling uneasy in her new 
hometown of Bucharest. 
Her character, Julia, sees 
a man ina high rise across 
the street who appears 
to be looking at her in her 
apartment. At the market, 
she senses she's being fol- 
lowed. And moments after 
she sits down in the middle 
of an empty movie theater, 
she hears and feels the 
breath of someone directly 
behind her. 
But no crime has been 
committed. Julia has not 
been assaulted or threat- 
ened. She's not even sure 
it's the same man. Nothing 
has technically happened 
at all. And yet, she feels a 
crushing, escalating dread. 
Like Alex Garland's recent 
thriller "= Men," "Watcher" 
helps illuminate the hard- 
to-describe unease that 
women can feel by sim- 
ply existing in the world. 
IFC acquired the film after 
it debuted to glowing re- 
views earlier this year at 
the Sundance Film Festival, 
and it's currently playing in 
750 theaters nationwide. 
"Watcher" is also the fea- 
ture debut of an exciting 
new voice: Director Chloe 


Beautiful Latin Girls 
Pick-up & Delivery 
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Okuno, who rewrote the 
New York-based script to 
take place in Romania and 
reworked the character of 
Julia to make her truer to 
her own experiences as a 
woman. 

"| think a lot of what | was 
trying to do was show mo- 
ments where, as a woman, 
we sort of have avery differ- 
ent experience in the world 
than a man. And it's really 
hard to communicate why 
that experience can oc- 
casionally be really scary," 
Okuno said. "It's things that 
are as simple as walking 
down the street alone at 
night or sitting in a movie 
theater when a creepy guy 
comes and sits down next 
to you — things that aren't 
necessarily large, flashy set 
pieces." In other words, Ju- 
lia might not be able to sat- 
isfyingly explain why she's 
on edge, but Okuno's lens 
can make us feel those 
emotions along with her. 
Karl Glusman was cast to 
play the part of Julia's hus- 
band, Francis, who is off 
working most of the day, 
leaving her to wander the 
city alone. He tries to be 
sympathetic at first, but 
his patience wanes. Julia, 
to him, seems increasingly 
hysterical and paranoid — 
words that are often used 
to dismiss the concerns of 
"| actually kind of 


women. 


have a hard time with Fran- 
cis because he frustrates 
meso much now," Glusman 
said. "I've made the same 
sort of mistakes. It definitely 
conjured up some memo- 
ries from my own past re- 
lationships where | tried to 
de-escalate things rather 
than just listen and really 
take in all my partner was 
going through." 

Monroe, a mainstay of the 
independent horror scene 
since she broke out in "It Fol- 
lows," actually knew about 
Okuno long before "Watch- 
er" came her way. She'd 
seen her American Film 
Institute thesis film " Slut," 
an edgy and atmospheric 
20-minute horror about an 
awkward teenage girl and 
the seemingly nice guy 
who chats her up at a roller 
rink, and knew she was one 
to watch. 

"| was a massive fan of 
Chloe before meeting her. 
| was obsessed with her 
short film, way before ever 
hearing about this script," 
Monroe said. "She has such 
a style." 

Reading the script, Monroe 
found she could also relate 
to Julia. She'd moved to the 
Dominican Republic when 
she was younger and knew 
how alienating and hard it 
could be in a new country 
where you don't yet soeak 
the language. She was so 
inspired by the script, she 
even made her own look 
book with photos and style 
references for Julia, draw- 
ing on 1960s New Wave 
icons like Anna Karina and 
Catherine Deneuve. 

"| just had this vision in my 
head of what this charac- 
ter looked like," Monroe 
said. "Il was like, ‘I'm just 
going to see if Chloe con- 
nects with this." 

In the end, Monroe ended 
up having a profound im- 
pact on Julia's wardrobe, 
which is classic and subtly 
feminine and stands out 
among Bucharest's impos- 
ing architecture. She even 
brought some of her per- 
sonal clothes to wear. 

"She took something that 
wasn't actually that specif- 
ic and made it so specific 
to her and so stylish," Okuno 
said. CL) 
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2 monkeypox strains in US suggest 
possible undetected spread 


By MIKE STOBBE 

AP Medical Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — Genetic 
analysis of recent monkey- 
pox cases suggests there 
are two distinct strains in 
the U.S., health officials said 
Friday, raising the possibil- 
ity that the virus has been 
circulating undetected for 
some time. 

Many of the U.S. cases were 
caused by the same strain 
as recent cases in Europe, 
but a few samples show 
a different strain, federal 
health officials said. Each 
strain had been seen in U.S. 
cases last year, before the 
recent international out- 
break was identified. 
Analysis from many more 
patients will be needed 
to determine how long 
monkeypox has been cir- 
culating in the U.S. and 
elsewhere, said Jennifer 
McQuiston of the Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention. 

"| think it's certainly pos- 
sible that there could have 
been monkeypox cases in 
the United States that went 
under the radar previously, 
but not to any great de- 
gree," she told reporters Fri- 
day. However, she added, 
"there could be commu- 
nity level transmission that is 
happening" in parts of U.S. 
where the virus has not yet 
been identified. 

The CDC said it is trying to 
increase its work on find- 
ing infections, and it's likely 
more cases will be report- 
ed. 

The findings mean the out- 
break likely will be difficult 
to contain, said Dr. Angela 
Rasmussen, a virologist at 
the University of Saskatch- 
ewan. 

It's not clear how long in- 
fections have been hap- 
pening, and where. Some 
infections may have been 
misdiagnosed as some- 
thing else. 

"We don't really have a 
good sense of how many 
cases there are out there," 
Rasmussen said. 
Monkeypox is endemic in 
parts of Africa, where peo- 
ple have been infected 
through bites from rodents 
or small animals. It does 
not usually spread easily 


This 2003 electron microscope image made available by the 
Ceniers for Disease Control and Prevention shows mature, oval- 
shaped monkeypox virions, left, and spherical immature virions, 
right, obtained from a sample of human skin associated with the 


2003 prairie dog outbreak. 


among people. 

But last month, cases be- 
gan emerging in Europe 
and the United States. 
Many — but not all — of 
those who contracted the 
virus had traveled interna- 
tionally, and health officials 
in a@ growing number of 
countries are investigating. 
As of Friday, the U.S. had 
identified at least 20 cases 
in 11 states. Hundreds of 
other cases have been 
found in other countries, 
many apparently tied to 
sexual activity at two re- 
cent raves in Europe. 

So far, many of the reported 
cases outside Africa have 
been in men who have sex 
with men, but health offi- 
cials stress that anyone can 
get monkeypox. 

One heterosexual woman 
is among the U.S. cases un- 


Associated Press 


der investigation, officials 
said. 

The illness typically be- 
gins with flu-like symptoms 
and swelling of the lymph 
nodes, followed by a rash 
on the face and body. 

No monkeypox deaths 
have been reported in the 
U.S. or Europe so far. But 
that could change if infec- 
tions start occurring in more 
vulnerable people, like very 
young children or people 
with weakened immune 
systems, Rasmussen said. 
She raised another con- 
cern: Even if outbreaks 
among people are con- 
tained, it's possible the virus 
could take hold in the U.S. 
rodent population — eéi- 
ther through pets or unwel- 
come rodents in homes. 
"It's not out of the question," 
Rasmussen said.L) 
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For Sale by Owner 

Caribbean Palm Village Resort 

Wks 20 and 21 — F101 AB /2 

BR/ 2 Bath 

Ground Floor, Pool View 

$900 each 

Contact: josflak@hotmail.com 
215435 


Christina God gifted psychic 

spiritualist | specialize in 

reuniting you with your one 

true love | remove all negative 

energy immediate results 

contact me on 

Whatsapp 1-954-270-2188 
215426 


ROCOCO PLAZA 
FLEAMARKET #ONE 
SUNDAY 5 JUNE 
CHARITY MARKET 


SATURDAY 4 JUNE 
Antiqueshop 9am-1pm 
DISCOUNT ON ALL. 
OPEN Mon until Frida 
9am-3 INFO 741-5640 


1K DANG 


Caribbean Speed Printers N.V. 
Aruba Bank N.V. Acc. #332668 
Caribbean Mercantile Bank N.V. 
Acc.#23951903 
RBC Royal Bank Acc. #1330772 
Assistant Director 


Xiomara Arends 
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HEALTH 


vr 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 
Oranjestad 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 

Dakota Tel. 588 7364 

San Nicolas: 

Seroe Preto Tel. 584 4833 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 

Police 100 
Oranjestad 527 3140 
Noord 527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 527 2900 
San Nicolas 584 5000 
Police Tipline 11141 
[Ambulancia 911 

Fire Dept. 115 

Red Cross 582 2219 
TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 
TRAVEL INFO 

Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 
Jet Blue 588 2244 
Surinam 582 7896 


AID FOUNDATIONS 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Icoholics Anonymous 
el. 736 2952 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


\Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 


(Child Abuse Prevention 
|Tel. 582 4433 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 
Phone Directory Tel. 118 


US On 


pelesajejeje) 4 


facebook.com/arubatoday/ 
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Can Gauff top Swiatek? At Surprise Slam, anything can happen 


PARIS (AP) — Even Coco 
Gauff looked ahead to her 
French Open final against 
Iga Swiatek and conclud- 
ed: "She's definitely the fa- 
vorite going into the match, 
on paper." 

IN an interview last week- 
end, Swiatek's sports psy- 
chologist, Daria Abramo- 
wicz, saw the way the 
bracket was developing 
and spoke of her client "be- 
ing — let's not lie — a clear 
favorite" to leave Court 
Philippe Chatrier with the 
trophy on Saturday. 

Makes sense, right? Swi- 
atek is ranked No. 1, on a 
34-match winning streak 
and a past champion at 
the place. Gauff is still just 
18, making her the young- 
est major finalist since 2004, 
is ranked 23rd, owned a 14- 
10 record in 2022 until last 
week and never previously 
made it beyond the quar- 
terfinals at a Grand Slam 
tournament. 

Then again, Roland Garros, 
with its fickle red clay and 
springtime weather, is the 
Surprise Slam, one with a 
long history of smiling upon 
those who arrive low-seed- 
ed or inexperienced, un- 
heralded or unknown, yet 
become unexpected suc- 
cess stories. 

"The clay is a surface that 
gives a little bit more of a 
chance to everyone," said 
Francesca Schiavone, who 
was seeded 17th at the 
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From the French Open tennis tournament in Paris, top from left; Garbine Muguruza holds the trophy 
afier defeating Serena Williams, Saturday, June 4, 2016; Latvia's Jelena Ostapenko kisses the cup 
after defeating Romania's Simona Halep, Saturday, June 10, 2017; Romania's Simona Halep kisses 
the trophy after defeating Sloane Stephens, Saturday, June 9, 2018. Bottom from left: Australia's 
Ashleigh Barty kisses the trophy after defeating Marketa Vondrousova of the Czech Republic, Sat- 
urday, June 8, 2019; Poland's Iga Swiatek kisses the trophy after defeating Sofia Kenin, Saturday, 
Oct. 10, 2020; Barbora Krejcikova kisses the trophy after defeating Russia's Anastasia Pavlyuchen- 
kova, Saturday, June 12, 2021. Each of the past six women to win the trophy at Roland Garros had 
never won a Slam title - some had never won a title anywhere. 


2010 French Open when 
she became, at 29, the 
oldest woman since 1969 
to win her first Grand Slam 
title. "Every match is 50-50." 
Put aside one absolute ab- 
erration by the name of 
Rafael Nadal — he of the 
111-3 career record and 
13. championships on the 
rust-colored courts made 
of "terre battue" and head- 
ed to another final Sunday 
after his semifinal oppo- 
nent, Alexander Zverey, fell 
and injured himself — and 
the unpredictability of the 
French Open truly does 
seem to apply across the 
board. 


Scan the lists of titlists since 
tennis’ professional era be- 
gan in 1948, and you'll find 
more people who collect- 
ed a first major champion- 
ship at the French Open, 
42 — 21 women, 21 men — 
than the U.S. Open's 28 (13 
women, 15 men), Austra- 
lian Open's 24 (13 women, 
11 men) or Wimbledon's 18 
(nine women, niné men). 

On Saturday, Gauff could 
become the seventh wom- 
an in a row to triumph in 
Paris without already hav- 
ing won one of the sport's 
four most prestigious 
events, following Garbine 
Muguruza (2016), Jelena 
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Ostapenko (2017), Simona 
Halep (2018), Ash Barty 
(2019), Swiatek (2020) and 
Barbora Krejcikova (2021). 

"The tournament is smaller, 
it's more cozy," Halep said, 
"so | feel like most of the 
players feel that a Grand 
Slam is more within reach 
there." 

Consider, too, that if Swi- 
atek does win, she would 
be just the third woman in 
the past quarter-century to 
win the French Open as its 
top seed (the others were 
Halep, Justine Henin in 2007, 
and 23-time Grand Slam 
champion Serena Williams 
in 2013 and 2015).There's 


also this: Of those with only 
one Grand Slam title, more 
players attained that status 
at Roland Garros, 21 — 11 
women, 10 men — than 
at any of the other majors. 
It's happened a total of 12 
times at the U.S. Open (six 
women, six men), 11 at 
the Australian Open (five 
women, six men), eight at 
Wimbledon (four women, 
four men). 

And it's not just the out-of- 
nowhere champions that 
make the French Open 
unique. After all, for all of 
the Ostapenkos, Albert 
Costas and Gaston Gau- 
dios in these parts, there 
have been the Emma Ra- 
ducanus, Marion  Barto- 
lis, Richard Krajiceks and 
Thomas Johanssons else- 
where. But it's also the sort 
of round-by-round uncer- 
tainty at Roland Garros 
that leads to "Who's thaté" 
male runners-up such as 
Martin Verkerk in 2003 or 
low-ranked female semifi- 
nalists like No. 59 Martina 
Trevisan this year, No. 85 
Tamara Zidansek last year 
and No. 131 Nadia Podo- 
roska in 2020. 

Day 1 this year saw exits 
for Muguruza and No. 6 
Ons Jabeur, who leads the 
women's tour in clay-court 
wins this season. On Day 2, 
Krejcikova lost. On Day 3, 
four-time major champion 
and former No. 1 Naomi 
Osaka departed. LJ 


Former Giro champion 


Netherland's Tom Dumoulin competes during stage 20 of the 
Tour de France cycling race, an individual time trial over 36.2 
kilometers (22.5 miles), from Lure to La Planche des Belles Filles, 
France, on Sept. 19, 2020. 


By SAMUEL PETREQUIN 
AP Sports Writer 
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BRUSSELS (AP) — Former 
Giro d'Italia champion Tom 


Dumoulin to retire at end of season 


Dumoulin announced Fri- 
day that he will retire at the 
end of the season, saying 
the sacrifices he makes no 
longer bring the results he 
wants. 

Dumoulin's contract with 
the Jumbo-Visma team 
ends at the conclusion of 
this season. The Dutch cy- 
clist returned to racing last 
year, six months after tak- 
ing a break from the sport 
to consider his future fol- 
lowing a burn-out. 

The 31-year-old former 
time-trial world champion 
has been through a disap- 
pointing year and aban- 
doned his most recent 
race, the Giro. 

"| decided that 2022 will be 
my last year as a profession- 


al cyclist," Dumoulin wrote 
on Instagram. "Many times, 
and especially this year, it 
has been a frustrating path, 
at which my body felt tired 
and still does feel tired. As 
soon as the load in training 
or races gets higher, | suffer 
fatigue, aches, and injuries 
instead of improving. The 
effort in training did often 
not lead to the desired per- 
formances." 

Dumoulin, a time-trial spe- 
cialist who also won stages 
in all three Grand Tours, 
claimed the 2017 Giro and 
finished second in the Tour 
de France a year later. But 
he struggled with injuries in 
recent seasons and said 
when he announced his 
break from cycling that he 


also was weighed down by 
the pressure to perform. 

He said Friday he believed 
he could have gotten back 
to his "full potential on the 
bike. But that would be a 
long and patient road, with 
no guarantees of success. 
| choose not to take that 
road, but to quit my active 
cycling instead and to take 
a new and unknown path." 
Dumoulin will now decide 
with his team on a program 
for the remainder of the 
season. He said he aims to 
compete at the road world 
championships in Austra- 
lia later this year, with the 
hope that he will be able 
to "get the best out of (him- 
self) in the time trial one last 
time."L) 


By DAN GELSTON 
PHILADELPHIA (AP) — Joe 
Girardi managed a_ Phil- 
lies team with the reign- 
ing NL MVP, five 2021 All- 
Stars, a $224 million payroll 
that nudged the franchise 
above the luxury tax and 
expectations of ending the 
longest playoff drought in 
the National League. 
Buried deep in the NL East 
standings, and with a sag- 
ging bullpen, defensive 
deficiencies and slumber- 
ing starts from some. of 
their high-priced veterans, 
Girardi paid the price for 
Philadelphia's miserable 
start. He was fired Friday, 
becoming the first major 
league manager to lose his 
job this season after failing 
to turn a team with a re- 
cord payroll into a playoff 
contender. 

Bench coach Rob Thom- 
son was named_ interim 
manager. 

Expected to contend for 
the NL East title, the Phillies 
are 22-29 and 12 games 
behind the first-place New 
York Mets. The Phillies en- 
tered Friday 5 1/2 games 
out of the second NL wild- 
card spot. 

"Oh, | think we can make 
the playoffs. | think we're 
in a position where we can 
battle back to do that. | do 
believe that," president of 


baseball operations Dave 
Dombrowski said. 

Girardi's first year with Phila- 
delphia was the pandem- 
ic-shortened 2020 season. 
The Phillies went 82-80 last 
year and he ends his ten- 
ure with a 132-141 record. 
Girardi managed the New 
York Yankees from 2008-17 
and the Florida Marlins in 
2006. 

The Phillies have lost 12 of 
17 games heading into the 
opener of Friday's three- 
game series against the Los 
Angeles Angels. 


"We underperformed and 
that falls on me. This is what 
happens," Girardi told Siri- 
USXM's MLB Network Radio. 
"| think there's more talent in 
that room than the way we 
have played.” 

The Phillies still boast NL 
MVP Bryce Harper and NL 
Cy Young Award runner-up 
Zack Wheeler, Aaron Nola, 
All-Star catcher J.T. Real- 
muto and free-agent slug- 
gers Nick Castellanos and 
Kyle Schwarber. Yet Phila- 
delphia hasn't made the 
playoffs since 2011, hasn't 
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Philadelphia Phillies’ Joe Girardi walks to the dugout during a baseball game, Tuesday, May 31, 
2022, in Philadelphia. 
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won the World Series since 
2008 and has watched fan 
interest plummet through a 
decade-plus of mediocre 
baseball. 

"It's notsomething that can't 
be fixed and changed," 
Dombrowski said. "I think 
we already started some of 
those changes this winter 
time when we made some 
changes within our system, 
our organization, a lot of 
changes, but those things 
don't show up overnight." 
Harper has been plagued 
most of the season with 


right forearm and elbow 
soreness and was forced to 
give up right field and play 
designated hitter. Second 
baseman Jean Segura is 
out for up to three months 
with a fractured right index 
finger. The Phillies are 12-15 
at home and are 4-10 in 
one-run games. They are 
3-7 over their last 10 games. 
"| think realistically we 
should have been 7-3. Well, 
that's going to fall on me 
because we weren't," Gi- 
rardi said. "| just pray that 
they get better and that 
they get to the playoffs." 
The lowlight was a May 5 
loss at home to the New 
York Mets when they blew 
a six-run deficit in the ninth 
inning and lost 8-7. The 
Mets had lost the previous 
330 times they trailed by six 
runs in the ninth. 

"| think there's a number 
of reasons we didn't win. 
We gave too many extra 
outs that cost us four or 
five games, maybe even 
more," Girardi said. 

Girardi replaced Yankees 
manager Joe Torre after 
the 2007 season and spent 
a decade in pinstripes. Gi- 
rardi led New York to its 
27th World Series title, beat- 
ing the Phillies in six games 
in 2009, and his 910 wins 
were sixth most in team his- 


tory. ) 


Broadcaster Kaat uses offensive nickname for Yankees’ Cortes 


DETROIT (AP) — Minneso- 
ta Twins broadcaster Jim 
Kaat referred to New York 
Yankees left-hander Nestor 
Cortes as "Nestor the Mo- 
lester" during a broadcast 
Thursday, the second of- 
fensive remark in the past 
year by the 83-year-old Hall 
of Fame pitcher while call- 
ing a game. 

As Minnesota's Chris Ar- 
cher struck out Detroit star 
Miguel Cabrera, Kaat be- 
gan to explain that Cortes 
had become one of his 
favorite pitchers during a 
breakout season with New 


York. 

"Nestor the  Molester,' 
Nestor Cortes," Kaat said. 
"Angles and different 


speeds. He's a pitcher." 

Twins vice president of 
communications and con- 
tent Dustin Morse spoke 


with Kaat after the broad- 
cast about the comment. 
"Obviously, we take these 
matters seriously and like 
in all cases will handle this 
internally and privately," 
Morse said. 

Kaat planned to contact 
Cortes directly and speak 
with the pitcher about the 
situation. 

"Jim meant no ill will," Morse 
said. 

After the Yankees swept a 
day-night doubleheader 
from the Los Angeles An- 
gels, Cortes said he had 
heard about Kaat's com- 
ment. 

"I'm sure, you know, he 
didn't really mean it, and 
people make mistakes, but 
it didn't offend me at alll," 
Cortes told The Associated 
Press. 

"SO, you know, | don't really 


have anything more than 
just that, honestly," he said. 
Cortes has affectionately 
become known as "Nasty 
Nestor’ by Yankees fans 
while going 5-1 with a 1.50 
ERA to begin this season. 
He pitched seven scoreless 
innings to beat the Angels 
in the first game. 

Kaat, a longtime commen- 
tator who has also worked 
for the Yankees and MLB 
Network, apologized in Oc- 
tober after saying teams 
should try to "get a 40-acre 
field full of" players who 
look like White Sox infielder 
Yodan Moncada. 

His comment about 
Moncada reminded some 
viewers of the unfilled prom- 
ise by the U.S. government 
that freed slaves would re- 
ceive 40 acres and a mule 
following the Civil War. 


- 


New York Yankees pitcher Nestor Cortes reacts during the fifth 
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inning of the first baseball game of a doubleheader against the 
Los Angeles Angels on Thursday, June 2, 2022, in New York. 


He apologized later in that 
game between the Astros 
and White Sox. 

"Earlier in the game when 
Yodn Moncada was at 
the plate, in an attempt to 
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compliment the great play- 
er that he is, | used a poor 
choice of words that re- 
sulted in an insensitive and 
hurtful remark," he said. 
"And I'm sorry for that."L) 


Limes {Green} Haricots Verts Beans Green 


ra Eth 
\ yi if ‘A he 4° 
‘J \ Go \ 


_ ‘0. _ il 


| 


iS 


| 
a 


> 
“ 


P 


Fon Juice feos IL 


SPECIALS 


| KOGA 
97] p> 2 


, 
{ 


- A § : J 
and while supplies las 


